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INTRODUCTION

 Information is an important factor in the sustainable 
development of any society since getting the required 
information on time helps to reduce uncertainty and 
improves the quality of decision made in solving agricultural 
problems. The major function of information is to increase 
the knowledge of the user, to reduce his level of uncertainty 
or there are the varieties of choices available to the users in 
the market as well as from available sources. Information 
sources are various means by which information is recorded 
for use by an individual and organization.  The information 
sources for farmers depend on the type of work and services 
as their requirement.  Information sources are tools or 
information technology that meets the information needs of 
farmers. Most of the rural farming households were highly 
dependent on in-formal information sources like personal 
experience, family, village meetings, friends and neighbors, 
farmer groups and model farmers in their day to day decision 
making process.   Rural farmers transfer their knowledge to 
their neighbors, friends, relative and children mainly through 
informal discussion, experience sharing and inviting other 
farmers to visit their own farms (Habtemariam et al. 2015). 

                      Alfred and Odefadehan (2007) identified various 
information sources  for farmers to include organizations, 
individual associates, local, national and international 
seminars, extension workers, trainings, print and electronic 

media, telecommunication, and internet service. Koyenikan 
(2011) categorized the above mentioned information 
sources as formal and informal sources. According to him, 
the formal sources include state radio stations, local and 
international print media (such as newspapers, newsletters, 
and journals) and seminars/workshop, while the informal 
sources are farmers, family friends and personal assessments 
and judgment. The present study was conducted by taking 
an effort to identify the source of information utilized by the 
farmers in maize production technology. 

OBJECTIVE

To know the source of information utilized by the 
maize growers in maize production technology

METHODOLOGY

The erstwhile Panchmahal district is divided into 
two districts viz; Panchmahal district with head quarter at 
Godhara and Dahod district with head quarter at Dahod.  The 
present study was conducted in Panchmahals and Dahod 
districts consist of eleven and seven talukas, respectively. 
From each district four talukas, from each taluka two villages 
and from each village ten maize growers were selected 
randomly as making the total sample of 160. The data were 
collected through personal interview method during the 
month of September, 2018 to December 2018.  Use of sources 
was measured by taking into consideration all the possible 
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Table 1: Formal source of information utilized by the maize growers in maize production technology    
                       (n= 160)

Sr.

No.
Formal Source

Regular      Occasionally             Never

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent

1 Village level worker 66 41.30 50 31.30 44 27.50
2 Extension officer 14 08.80 17 10.60 129 80.60
3 Subject matter specialist 14 08.80 04 02.50 142 88.80
4 Research centre 19 11.90 11 06.90 130 81.30
5 Fertilizer depot 24 15.00 08 05.00 128 80.00

sources available to the maize growers. Each respondent was 
asked to indicate from which source they got information for 
the maize production technology. Number and percentages of 
the maize growers for the each source were calculated.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Sources of information play a major role in the 
diffusion and adoption of innovations or technologies. The 
information regarding sources of information used by the 
respondents were presented in following tables 1, 2 and 3.

 The data presented in table 1 revealed 
that slightly more than two-fifth (41.30 per cent) of the 
respondents regularly contacted village level workers for 
getting information  in maize production technology while 
31.30 per cent of the respondents contacted occasionally 
to village level workers. Majority of the respondents never 
contacted subject matter specialist (88.00 per cent), research 

centers (81.30 per cent) and extension officer (80.60 per cent) 
as well as fertilizers depot (80.00 per cent). The results were 
in conformity with   Patel et. al (2011) presented in his report 
that pesticides dealers was the main information source for 
getting information (89.60 per cent) of the respondents. 
The second important information source was village level 
worker (68.80 per cent).  

Table 2: Informal source of information utilized by the maize growers in maize production technology  
                       (n= 160)

Sr.
No.

Informal source
Regular      Occasionally             Never

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
1 Neighbors 11 06.90 62 38.80 87 54.40
2 Friends 07 04.40 60 37.50 93 58.10
3 Relatives 06 03.80 40 30.00 106 66.30
4 Progressive farmer 29 18.10 32 20.00 99 61.90
5 Local leader 10 06.30 30 18.80 120 75.00

The data presented in table 2 depicted that 
progressive farmer (18.10 per cent),    neighbors (6.90 
per cent) and local leaders (6.30 per cent) were the major 
informal sources of agriculture information regularly utilized 
by maize growers for seeking information on improved maize 
production technology.  Jana et.al. (2015) reported that all the 
respondents (100%) reported that they mainly got information 
in using agro-chemicals from agricultural input retailers at 
the time of purchasing. About one-third of respondents (32%) 
collected information from fellow farmers and it was very 
traditional way of getting information. While, majority of 
the tribal farm women had used neighbors (83.50 per cent), 
relatives (53.50 per cent) and progressive farmers (37.50 

per cent) as source of information for obtaining information 
regarding use of new agricultural technologies were reported 
by Patel et. al (2015). 

Further, observed from the table 2 that 38.80 per 
cent of the respondents occasionally made contact of the 
neighbors followed by 37.50 per cent and 30.00 per cent of 
the respondents were contacted  occasionally to the friends 
and their relatives, respectively. The probable reason might 
be that these sources are accessible easily by majority of the 
respondents.  75.00 per cent of the respondents never made 
any contact to the local leader. 
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Table 3: Mass media source of information utilized by the maize growers in maize production technology  

                       (n= 160)

Sr.
No.

Mass media source
Regular      Occasionally             Never

Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
1 Radio 14 8.80 39 24.40 107 66.90
2 TV 23 14.40 38 23.80 99 61.90
3 News paper 19 11.90 44 27.50 97 60.60
4 Printed literature 11 6.90 36 22.50 113 70.60
5 Exhibition 08 5.00 41 25.60 111 69.40
6 Megazine 10 6.30 33 20.60 117 73.12

The data presented in table 3 regarding mass media 
source of information utilized by the maize growers reveled 
that a very few percentage of the respondents regularly use 
mass media i.e. exhibition, magazine, printed literature 
and radio while 20.00 per cent to 27.50  per cent of them 
occasionally used above mentioned mass media. Nearly 70.00 
per cent of them never used magazine, printed literature and 
exhibitions. 

CONCLUSION

 From the study it can be concluded that majority 
of the respondents regularly contacted and utilized  village 
level workers, progressive farmers, fertilizer depot, television 
and newspaper for seeking information on improved 
maize production technology. A very few percentage of 
the respondents regularly use mass media i.e. exhibition, 
magazine, printed literature and radio. The outcome of the 
study will help the planners, administrators and research 
workers to formulate suitable programme and use appropriate 
methods, so that the tribal population could be utilized 
maximum sources of crop production technologies.  
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