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ABSTRACT

The present study attempts to investigate role of farm women in decision making pattern towards animal husbandry 
practices. The study was conducted in Junagadh district of Gujarat State taking a random sample of 240 farm women. It was 
envisaged that majority of the farm women had taken self decision in bathing of animals (95.42 per cent), watering animals 
(91.67 per cent) and cleaning of animal shed (86.67 per cent). Farm women had taken jointly decision with her husband 
in cost of medicine (72.50 per cent), loan facilities (75.00 per cent), adequate supply of medicine from hospitals (62.50 per 
cent) and grazing animals (52.08 per cent). While farm women had taken jointly decision with her family in arrangement of 
scientific housing (52.50 per cent), utilization on households purpose (47.08 per cent) and purchase of jewelry (40.42 per 
cent).
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INTRODUCTION

 Farm Women is an integral part of the human 
Society. Women contribute one third labour force required 
for farming operations and allied enterprises. They have been 
playing significant role in Home, farm and Allied activities. 
In Indian context farming is a family occupation. Farm 
Women is an associate to her husband in various activities 
has greater role in decision making process. Thus, the timely 
and judicious decision making ability of the farm family has 
a direct bearing on the development of agriculture sector. 
Empowerment of the farm women in decision making is a 
current need of the time in an agrarian country like, India.

There is negligible role of farmwomen in decision 
making in various activities either home or farm even 
though their significant contributions. They usually deny 
taking decision or participating in decision making process. 
Decision making pattern refers to mode of decisions taken by 
farmwomen regarding various aspects of animal husbandry 
activities either solely or jointly with husband or with family 
members. So, to know women contribution and pattern to 
take decision about animal husbandry activities.

OBJECTIVE

 To know the role of farm women in decision making 
pattern towards animal husbandry practices

METHODOLOGY

  The present study was undertaken in Junagadh district 
which is operational area of Junagadh Agricultural University. 
In Junagadh district, six talukas were purposively selected 
where maximum number of dairy cooperative society 
existence. Two villages were purposively selected from each 
taluka having more number of members of dairy cooperative 
society exists. Total twelve villages were selected for the 
study. Twenty farm women were selected randomly from 
each of the selected villages. In all, 240 farm women were 
selected to serve as the respondents for the study. In order 
to know the decision making pattern of farm women about 
different aspects of animal husbandry activities, certain items 
related to different aspects were included in the schedule after 
consultation with the experts. The response of farm women 
was collected in four continuum scale viz., self, joint with their 
husband, joint with family members or not at all and scored 
3, 2, 1 and 0, respectively. A questionnaire was developed 
in accordance with the objectives and data were collected 
through personal interview method. The statistical tools used 
for the analysis of the data were frequency, percentage, mean 
score (mean score was obtained by total scores of an item 
divided by the total number of respondents).
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Decision making pattern of the farm women about housing facilities 

 Data parenting decision making pattern of the farm women about housing facilities presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Decision making pattern of the farm women about housing facilities      
                             (n=240)

Sr.
No. Items

Decision making pattern

Self decision With 
husband

With family 
members No decision Total 

score
Mean  
score

Rank

1 Arrangement of 
scientific housing

26
(10.83)

50
(20.83)

126
(52.50)

38
(15.84) 304 1.27 III

2 Arrangement of 
traditional  house

114
(47.50)

40
(16.67)

74
(30.83)

12
(5.00) 496 2.07 I

3 Repair shed 61
(25.42)

87
(36.25)

59
(24.58)

33
(13.75) 416 1.73 II

Figure in parentheses represents percent

 With respect to overall decision making pattern of 
the farm women about housing facilities,  Arrangement of 
traditional  house ranked first with mean score 2.07 followed 
by repair shed and arrangement of scientific housing with 
mean score 1.73 and 1.27, respectively. The finding is in line 
with the findings reported Chauhan (2009 & 2010), Patel et 
al. (2017), Meena & Dudi (2017), Ahuja & Narayan (2016) 

and  Dhayal, and  Mehta (2020).

Decision making pattern of the farm women about health 
care  practices

 Data parenting decision making pattern of the 
farm women about health care practices presented in  
Table 2. 

Table 2: Decision making pattern of the farm women about health care practices                 (n=240)

Sr.
No. Items

Decision making pattern

Self decision With 
husband

With family 
members

No 
decision

Total 
score

Mean 
score

Rank

1 Cost of medicine 39
(16.25)

174
(72.50)

17
(07.08)

10
(4.17) 482 2.01 II

2 Adequate supply of medicine 
from hospitals

41
(17.08)

150
(62.50)

32
(13.34)

17
(7.08) 455 1.90 III

3 Arranging veterinary care 172
(71.67)

16
(6.67)

44
(18.33)

08
(3.33) 592 2.47 I

Figure in parentheses represents percent
 From above table we can conclude that great 
majority (72.50 per cent) of farm women had taken jointly 
decision with her husband about cost of medicine. While, 
71.67 percent of them had taken self decision about arranging 
veterinary care. This might be due to health care practices 
done by farm women but some outside activity i.e. cost of 
medicine were done by male member due to male domain. 
The finding is in line with the findings reported Chauhan 
(2009 & 2010), Patel et al. (2017), Meena & Dudi (2017), 
Vinaya et al., (2017), Ahuja & Narayan (2016) and  Dhayal, 
and  Mehta (2020).

Decision making pattern of the farm women about daily 
practices

           Data parenting decision making pattern of the farm 
women about daily practices presented in Table 3. 

 The data from the Table 3 indicates that great 
majority (95.42 per cent) of the farm women had taken self 
decision about bathing of animal, followed by watering 
animal (91.67 per cent), cleaning of animal shed and utensil 
(86.67 per cent), milking animal (79.17 per cent), soaking 
feed (77.50 per cent), and making dung cake (76.67 per 
cent). More than half (i.e. 59.17 & 51.67 per cent) of the 
farm women took self decision about feeding fodder and 
feed and average time spent (hrs/day) of animal, respectively. 
Whereas, 34.17, 25.42 and 20.00 per cent of the farm women 
had took self decision regarding fodder collection, grazing 
animals and chaffing of fodder, respectively. The finding is in 
line with the findings reported Chauhan (2009 & 2010), Patel 
et al. (2017), Meena & Dudi (2017), Ahuja & Narayan (2016) 
and  Dhayal, and  Mehta (2020).
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Table 3: Decision making pattern of the farm women about daily practices                                                (n=240)

Sr.
no. Items

Decision making pattern
Self 

decision
With 

husband
With family 

members
No 

Decision
Total 
score

Mean 
score

Rank

1 Cleaning of animal shed 
and utensil

208
(86.67)

05
(2.08)

27
(11.25)

0
(0.00) 661 2.75 III

2 Bathing of animal 229
(95.42)

06
(2.50)

5
(2.08)

0
(0.00) 704 2.93 I

3 Milking of animal 190
(79.17)

04
(1.67)

46
(19.16)

0
(0.00) 624 2.60 V

4 Feeding fodder and feed 142
(59.17)

33
(13.75)

61
(25.42)

4
(1.66) 553 2.30 VI

5 Chaffing of fodder 48
(20.00)

128
(53.33)

55
(22.92)

9
(3.75) 455 1.90 X

6 Soaking feed 186
(77.50)

24
(10.00)

30
(12.50)

0
(0.00) 636 2.65 IV

7 Watering animal 220
(91.67)

11
(4.58)

09
(3.75)

0
(0.00) 691 2.88 II

8 Making dung cake 184
(76.67)

17
(7.08)

39
(16.25)

0
(0.00) 625 2.60 V

9 Average time spent (hrs/
day)

124
(51.67)

42
(17.50)

59
(24.58)

15
(6.25) 515 2.15 VII

10 Grazing animals 61
(25.42)

125
(52.08)

46
(19.17)

08
(3.33) 479 2.00 VIII

11 Fodder collection 82
(34.17)

73
(30.42)

68
(28.33)

17
(7.08) 460 1.92 IX

Figure in parentheses represents percent

 It can epitomize the result it can be said that 
decision regarding all items related to daily practices farm 
women’s decision found to be highest. This might be due to 
daily practices done by women every day and their decision 
is highest in this practices. The finding is in line with the 
findings reported Chauhan (2009 & 2010), Patel et al. (2017), 
Meena & Dudi (2017), Ahuja & Narayan (2016) and  Dhayal, 

and  Mehta (2020).

 Decision making pattern of the farm women about 
financial practices

 Data pertaining decision making pattern of 
the farm women about financial practices presented in  
Table 4. 

Table 4: Decision making pattern of the farm women about financial practices                 (n=240)

Sr.
No. Items

Decision making pattern

Self 
decision With husband With family 

members
No 

Decision
Total 
score Mean score Rank

1 Loan facilities 17
(7.08)

180
(75.00)

30
(12.50)

13
(05.42) 441 1.84 I

2 Perception of 
loan interest 

03
(1.25)

154
(64.17)

26
(10.83)

57
(23.75) 343 1.43 II

Figure in parentheses represents percent

 Overall observation regarding decision making 
pattern of the farm women about financial practices, loan 
facilitates (1.84) ranked first followed by perception of loan 
interest with mean score 1.43. It might be due to male domain 

and it’s reflected to poor decision about financial practices.  
The finding is in line with the findings reported Chauhan 
(2009 & 2010), Patel et al. (2017), Meena & Dudi (2017), 
Ahuja & Narayan (2016) and  Dhayal, and  Mehta (2020).
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Decision making pattern of the farm women about profit utilization

           Data parenting decision making pattern of the farm women about profit utilization presented in Table 5. 

Table 5: Decision making pattern of the farm women about profit utilization                 (n=240)

Sr.
No. Items

Decision making pattern

Self 
decision

With 
husband

With 
family 

members
No decision Total 

score
Mean 
score

Rank

1 Children education 12
(5.00)

172
(71.67)

40
(16.67)

16
(6.66) 420 1.75 III

2 House hold purpose 79
(32.92)

40
(16.67)

113
(47.08)

8
(3.33) 430 1.79 II

3 Renovation of house 21
(8.75)

82
(34.17)

95
(39.58)

42
(17.50) 322 1.34 V

4 Purchase of luxury items 124
(51.67)

72
(30.00)

36
(15.00)

8
(3.33) 552 2.30 I

5 Purchase of Jewelry 78
(32.50)

41
(17.08)

97
(40.42)

24
(10.00) 413 1.72 IV

Figure in parentheses represents percent 

 It can be concluded from the table that majority 
of the farm women taken jointly decision with her husband 
about children education (71.67 per cent) and more than half 
i.e 51.67 per cent of the women taken self decision about 
purchase of luxury items. Whereas, farm women took jointly 
decision with her family member about household purpose 
(47.08 per cent) and jewelry (40.42 per cent). It might be due 
to traditional custom system prevailing in rural areas. The 
finding is in line with the findings reported Chauhan (2009 
& 2010), Patel et al. (2017), Meena & Dudi (2017), Ahuja & 
Narayan (2016) and  Dhayal, and  Mehta (2020), Patel et al., 
(2020).

CONCLUSION

 It can be concluded form ongoing discussion that 
the farm women actively participated in decision making 
regarding health care and daily practices. It was observed that 
the work regarding health care and daily practices was mainly 
done by female members and their decision is highest in these 
practices and they were available at home for maximum time 
might be the probable reason for this type of result. But 
there is negligible role of farmwomen in decision making 
in various activities like perception of loan interest (23.75 
per cent), renovation of house (17.50 per cent), arrangement 
of scientific housing (15.84 per cent) and repair shed (13.75 
per cent). It might be due to outside activity done by male 
member. So, there is a need to increase farm women’s more 
involvement and participation in these areas for an overall 
improvement in their contribution in the decision-making 
process. Hence, training of farm women regarding prompt, 
quick and thorough decision making is a need of the time 

for over all dairy development. Empowerment of the farm 
women in decision making is a current need of the time in an 
agrarian country like, India.
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