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ABSTRACT

	 Management	often	means	the	deployment	and	manipulation	of	human	resources,	financial	resources,	technological	
resources,	and	natural	resources.	Management	is	the	coordination	of	all	resources	through	the	process	of	planning,	organising,	
directing	and	controlling	in	order	to	attain	stated	goals.	Present	study	was	conducted	in	two	districts	i.e	Junagadh	and	Gir	
Somnath	of	south	Saurashtra	region.	In	order	to	measure	the	management	efficiency	of	farm	women	who	were	cultivating	
fruits	and	vegetables.	Data	were	collected	from	120	respondents	in	twelve	villages	of	four	talukas	of	using	structured	interview	
schedule	which	contains	five	components	namely,	ability	of	planning,	decision	making	ability,	ability	to	mobilize	resources,	
ability	 to	 coordinate	activity	and	efficient	utilization	of	 resources.	The	 result	of	 research	 study	 indicated	 that	majority	of	
the	respondents	had	medium	level	of	management	efficiency	in,	decision	making	ability	(65.83	per	cent),	ability	to	mobilize	
resources	(65.00	per	cent).	Whereas,	more	than	two	third	of	the	respondents	had	medium	level	of	management	efficiency	in	
planning	ability	(69.17	per	cent),	ability	to	co-ordinate	activities	(69.17	per	cent)	and	efficient	use	of	resources	(70.00	per	cent).	
While	in	case	of	overall	management	efficiency,	majority	(69.17	per	cent)	of	farm	women	had	medium	level	of	management	
efficiency	followed	by	nearly	equal	proportion	had	high	(15	per	cent)	and	low	(15.83	per	cent)	level	of	management	efficiency	
regarding	post-harvest	management	of	fruits	and	vegetables.
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INTRODUCTION

  Though nation has huge production ability, the 
horticulture sector in India is characterized by small, 
segregated farms with low per hectare yields and huge post-
harvest losses, owing to outdated practices. These are affected 
by a number of factors leading to the post-harvest spoilage 
and hence, post-harvest losses are major source of human 
food losses. This draws the attention of a widely diversified 
group of scientists who looks for different technologies for 
effective management of these perishable commodities and 
succeeded. But there is still gap in successful adoption of 
these practices at farm level that needs to be addressed by 
extensionist and policy makers. 

 Management efficiency is an important attribute 
to use the available resources timely and effectively. It 
involves not only immediate activities but strategic picture 
of overall on farm and off farm activities to manage them 
such as that it will give maximum possible benefit with 
minimum loss. All Agricultural activities including post-

harvest management practices are time specific. So, it needs 
to have a management efficiency which in return may affect 
on successful implementation of post-harvest management 
practices at farm level. Thus, it is important to figure out 
management efficiency of farm women who pay much time 
in these practices to address their needs effectively. Keeping 
this in views, the study was conducted on “Management 
Efficiency of Farm Women in Post-Harvest Management of 
Fruits and Vegetables”.

OBJECTIVE

 To know the management efficiency of farm women 
in post harvest management of fruits and vegetables

METHODOLOGY

 The study was conducted in two districts i.e. 
Junagadh and Gir Somnath in south Saurashtra region 
of Gujarat. Purposive random sampling was used to for 
selection of respondents. Ex-post facto research design 
was followed. Two talukas from each selected district were 
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selected purposively. Thus, total four talukas i.e. Veraval 
and Talala from Gir somnath and Vanthali and Mendarada 
from Junagadh district were selected purposively as area 
and number of growers for fruits and vegetables is higher 
in these areas. Three villages were selected purposively 
from each selected taluka having high number of fruits and 
vegetables growers. Thus, total twelve villages were selected 
for the study. Total 120 respondents, by selecting 10 from 
each selected village were taken by using purposive random 
sampling technique with a condition that the respondent has 
been cultivating fruits and vegetables for at least 3 years or 
having a fruit orchard.

 In order to measure the management efficiency 
of farm women for post-harvest management by using the 
different parameters, viz; ability of planning, decision making 
ability, ability to mobilize resources, ability to coordinate 
activities and efficient use of resources. Interview schedule 
was prepared to study these parameters that was pretested and 
translated in Gujarati. The data of this study were collected 

through personal interview. The statistical measures such as 
percentage, mean and standard deviation were work out.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

 Management efficiency is the degree to which an 
individual acquires an ability to run an enterprise effectively 
and reach at higher level of performance by efficient 
management by using available resources with profit 
maximization.

Management efficiency in different areas regarding post 
harvest management of fruits and vegetables

 Management efficiency is an important attribute to 
use the available resources timely and effectively. It involves 
not only immediate activities but strategic picture of overall 
on farm and off farm activities to manage them such as that 
it will give maximum possible benefit with minimum loss. 
The data regarding management efficiency of farm women 
towards Post Harvest Management of fruits and vegetables 
are given in Table 1.

Table 1: Distribution of respondents according to their management efficiency in different areas regarding post Harvest 
Management of fruits and vegetables                                   (n=120)

Sr. 
No. Areas regarding post harvest management Frequency Percent

A Planning ability
1 Low (< 4.55 scores) 16 13.33
2 Medium (4.55 - 7.65 scores) 83 69.17
3 High (> 7.65 scores) 21 17.50

B Decision making ability
1 Low (<16.64 scores) 21 17.50
2 Medium (16.64 - 25.26 scores) 79 65.83
3 High (> 25.26 scores) 20 16.67

C Ability to mobilize resources
1 Low (< 9.19 scores) 21 17.50
2 Medium (9.19- 17.7 scores) 78 65.00
3 High (>9.19- 17.7 scores) 21 17.50

D Ability to co-ordinate activities
1 Low (< 4.51 scores) 18 15.00
2 Medium (4.51- 7.98 scores) 83 69.17
3 High (>7.98 scores) 19 15.83

E Efficient use of resources
1 Low (< 4.53 scores) 16 13.33
2 Medium (4.53- 8.19 scores) 84 70.00
3 High (>8.19 scores) 20 16.67

(A) Planning ability

 Data presented in Table 1 indicated that majority 
(69.17 per cent) of the respondents had medium level of 
management efficiency in planning ability, followed by 
17.50 per cent having low level of and 13.33 per cent having  
high level of management efficiency in planning ability 
aspects. 

(B) Decision making ability

 A perusal of the data in Table 1 revealed that nearly 
two third of the respondents (65.83 per cent) had medium 
level of management efficiency in decision making ability, 
followed by low level and high level of management 
efficiency in decision making ability with 17.50 per cent and 
16.67 per cent, respectively.
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Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to their overall management efficiency   towards post harvest 
management of fruits and vegetables 

 (n=120)

Sr. 
No.

Category of management efficiency
Farm women

Frequency Per cent
1 Low level of Management efficiency (below 7.88 score) 19 15.83
2 Medium level of Management efficiency (between 7.81 to 13.35 score) 83 69.17
5 High level of Management efficiency (above 13.35 score) 18 15.00

(C) Ability to mobilize resources

 The Table 1 showed that majority (65.00 per cent) of 
the respondents had medium level of management efficiency, 
followed by high level of management efficiency (17.50 per 
cent) and low level of management efficiency (17.50 per 
cent) in ability to mobilize resources.

(D) Ability to co-ordinate activities

 Data presented in Table 1 revealed that more than 
two third (69.17 per cent) of the respondents had medium 
level of management efficiency, followed by high level (15.83 
per cent) and low level (15.00 per cent) of management 
efficiency in ability to co-ordinate activities.

(E) Efficient use of resources

 A perusal of the data in Table 1 revealed that 

majority of the respondents (70.00 per cent) had medium 
level of management efficiency, followed by low level of 
management efficiency (16.67 per cent) and high level of 
management efficiency (13.33 per cent) in efficient use of 
resources.

Overall management efficiency towards Post Harvest 
management of fruits and  vegetables

 Management efficiency refers to the degree or 
efficiency to which an individual acquires and adopts effective 
factors in an enterprise to reach higher level of performance. 
To understand role of this variable, Overall management 
efficiency towards Post Harvest Management of fruits and 
vegetables as shown in Table 2.

 The data in Table 2 depicted that majority (69.17 
per cent) of farm women had medium level of management 
efficiency followed by nearly equal proportion had high 
(15 per cent) and low (15.83 per cent) level of management 
efficiency regarding post-harvest management of fruits and 
vegetables. 

 It can be concluded that majority of the farm 
women had medium level of management efficiency. It 
might be possible due to large size of land holding with 
joint family which made them to efficiently utilize resources 
and warm social relationship with neighbours prevails in 
village culture, also helps them for effective coordination. 
Including this, generally women have low bargaining power 
which affects their decision making which gave overall 
medium management efficiency. The result presented here 
is in conformity with the previous results of Jha (2008) and 
Sonawane (2010).

CONCLUSION

 It can be concluded that majority of the respondents 
had medium level of management efficiency in, decision 
making ability (65.83 per cent), ability to mobilize resources 

(65.00 per cent). Whereas, more than two third of the 
respondents had medium level of management efficiency 
in planning ability (69.17 per cent), ability to co-ordinate 
activities (69.17 per cent) and efficient use of resources 
(70.00 per cent). While in case of overall management 
efficiency, majority (69.17 per cent) of farm women had 
medium level of management efficiency followed by nearly 
equal proportion had high (15 per cent) and low (15.83 per 
cent) level of management efficiency regarding post-harvest 
management of fruits and vegetables. 
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