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ABSTRACT

 Women	contribute	more	in	agriculture	and	other	family	welfare	related	activities	but,	their	contribution	is	undervalued	
and	getting	less	chance	in	taking	decisions.	The	present	study	was	carried	out	in	Vadodara	district	of	Gujarat.	From	these	
four	Talukas	were	 selected	on	 the	basis	 of	 area	under	higher	 cotton	production	 viz,	Karjan,	Dabhoi,	 Sinor	and	Padara.	
The	 study	was	 conducted	 to	 know	 the	 relationship	between	decision	making	ability	 of	 farmwomen	 in	 family	welfare	and	
agricultural	development	with	profile	of	the	respondents.	Out	of	seventeen	independent	variables	that	social	participation,	
occupation,	management	 orientation,	 self	 confidence,	 attitude	 towards	 agricultural	 activities	 and	attitude	 towards	 family	
welfare	found	positively	highly	significant	and	land	holdings,	annual	income,	mass	media	exposure	and	mobile	exposure	were	
found	negatively	highly	significant.

Keywords: decision	making	ability,	relationship,	farmwomen,	agricultural	development	and	family	welfare	

INTRODUCTION

 India is agriculture based country and majority of its 
populations are living in rural areas. Women is the moulder 
and builder of any nations destiny, They plays significant role 
in development of economy. They regarded as the backbone 
of rural livelihood sector. 

 Women in India are the backbone of the society and 
important resource in agriculture and rural economy. They 
make essential contributions to the agricultural development 
and allied and household activities and pursue multiple 
livelihood strategies. These activities include producing 
agricultural crop, cleaning animals, preparing food, working 
in rural enterprises, engaging in trade and marketing, caring 
family members and maintaining their homes. They have 
conventionally been producers of food from seed to kitchen. 
They carry the heavier work burden in food production and 
because of gender discrimination, get lower returns for their 
work. The multiple role of women leads to a significant 
contribution in real terms to the productive system. But 
it is unfortunate that her role is not adequately recognized 
and properly her contribution not qualified in the male- 
dominated society. They have been underrepresented in the 

development process. Hence, the present study was taken 
to know relationship between decision making ability of 
farmwomen in family welfare and agricultural development 
with their profile.  

OBJECTIVE

 To know the relationship between decision making 
ability of farmwomen in family welfare and agricultural 
development with their profile

METHODOLOGY 

 The present study was carried out in Vadodara 
district of Gujarat. From this district 4 talukas were selected 
based on area under higher cotton production and from each 
taluka 5 villages were selected randomly, thus, the total 20 
villages were selected for this study. Ten farmwomen were 
selected randomly from each village. Thus, by simple random 
sampling technique, a random sample of 200 farmwomen was 
selected for the study. Coefficient of correlation was used to 
find out the relationship between decision making ability of 
farmwomen in family welfare and agricultural development 
with their profile.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSION 

Table 1:  Relationship between decision making ability of farmwomen in family welfare and agricultural development 
with their profile                                (n=200)

Sr. 
No. Independent variables

Decision 
making ability 
in agriculture 
development

Decision making 
in family welfare

Overall decision 
making ability

Personal characteristics
X1 Age            -0.087           -0.055          -0.076
X2 Education             0.121           -0.149*          -0.102
X3 Experience in farming           -0.037           -0.028          -0.036

Social characteristics
X4 Type of family            0.001            0.103           0.095
X5 Social participation            0.110            0.437**           0.434**

Economic characteristics
X6 Land holding            0.062          -0.319**         -0.275**
X7 Annual income            0.116          -0.279**         -0.223**
X8 Occupation          -0.047           0.605**          0.543**
X9 Material possession           0.029          -0.094         -0.078

Communicational characteristics
X10 Extension contact           0.028          0.055          0.059
X11 Mass media exposure          -0.010         -0.226**         -0.211**
X12 Mobile exposure          -0.001         -0.173*         -0.159*
X13 Information seeking behavior           0.099          0.039          0.065

Psychological characteristics
X14 Management orientation          0.017         0.334**         0.312**
X15 Self- confidence          0.048         0.430**         0.410**
X16 Attitude of farmwomen towards agricultural activities          0.114         0.538**         0.528**
X17 Attitude of farmwomen towards family welfare         -0.017         0.337**         0.306**

* = Significant at 5% level of probability    ** = Significant at 1% level of probability
Profile of the farmwomen with their decision making 
ability in family welfare

 It can be revealed that from Table 1 that age (-0.055), 
experience in farming (-0.028) and material possession 
(-0.094) were negatively but non-significantly correlated 
with decision making ability of farmwomen in family 
welfare of farmwomen. The variables type of family (0.103), 
extension contact (0.055) and information seeking behavior 
(0.039) were positive but non-significantly correlated with 
decision making ability of farmwomen in family welfare of 
farmwomen.

 Education (-0.149*), Mobile exposure (-0.173*) 
found negatively but significant and land holding (0.319**), 
annual income (-0.279**) and mass media exposure 
(-0.226**) were negatively but highly significant correlated 
with decision making ability of farmwomen in family welfare 
of farmwomen.

 Social participation, occupation (0.605**), 
management orientation (0.334**), self confidence (0.430**), 

attitude towards agricultural development (0.538**) and 
attitude towards family welfare (0.337**) were positively 
and highly significantly correlated with decision making 
ability of farmwomen in family welfare of farmwomen.

Profile of the farmwomen with their decision making 
ability in agricultural development

 It can be concluded from Table 1 that age (-0.087), 
experience in farming (-0.037), occupation (0.047), mass 
media exposure (-0.010) and mobile exposure (-0.001) were 
negatively but non-significantly correlated with decision 
making ability of farmwomen in agricultural development.

 The variables education (0.121), type of family 
(0.001), social participation (0.110), land holding (0.062), 
annual income (0116), material possession (0.029), extension 
contact (0.028), information seeking behavior (0.099), 
management orientation (0.017), self confidence (0.048) and 
attitude of farm women towards agricultural activities (0.114) 
were positively but non-significant correlated with decision 
making ability of farmwomen in agricultural development.
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Profile of the farmwomen with their overall decision 
making ability

(1) Age and Decision making ability                            

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that age of the farmwomen had negative and non-
significant correlation (r = -0.076) with their decision making 
ability in family welfare and agricultural development. The 
result indicates that level of decision making ability in family 
welfare and agricultural development was seen almost similar 
or identically medium to high with irrespective level of age of 
farmwomen. The probable reason might be that irrespective 
age of the farmwomen has realized almost similar level of 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. This finding is similar to Gondaliya (2012) and 
Pradhan et.	al.	(2017).

(2)  Education and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that education of the farm women had negative and non-
significant correlation (r = -0.102) with their decision making 
ability in family welfare and agricultural development. This 
finding is similar to Pradhan et.	al.	(2017) and Patel (2020) .

(3) Experience and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that experience of the farmwomen had negative and 
non-significant correlation (r = -0.036) with their participation 
in family welfare and agricultural development. The result 
indicates that experience in farming of the farmwomen did 
not play any role in determining their decision making ability 
in family welfare and agricultural development.

(4) Family type and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that family type of the farm women had non-significant 
correlation (r = 0.095) with their decision making ability in 
family welfare and agricultural development. The result 
indicates that type of family of the farmwomen did not play 
any role in determining their decision making ability in 
family welfare and agricultural development. 

(5)  Social participation and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that social participation of the farmwomen had 
positive and significant correlation (r = 0.434**) with their 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. The reason might be that being members 
in social organizations, farmwomen got an opportunity 
to interact with other members and participates in many 

agricultural related programmes. It helps in the development 
of their different perspective and it also helps to rise their 
self confidence. This finding is similar with the findings of 
Chouhan et.	 al. (2014), Dudi and Meena (2017) and Patel 
(2020).

(6)  Land holding and decision making ability     

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that land holding of the farm women had negative 
and highly significant correlation (r = -0.275**) with their 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. This finding is similar with the findings of 
Chauhan (2011). 

(7) Annual income and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table1  
found that annual income of the farm women had negative 
and highly significant correlation (r = -0.223**) with their 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. In other words it can be said the farmwomen 
with low level of income showed more interest in participation 
in decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development related activities. 

(8)  Occupation and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that occupation of the farmwomen had positive 
and highly significant correlation (r = 0.543**) with their 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. The result indicates that the farmwomen 
those who were involved in agriculture and allied had high 
level of participation. The probable reason for this might be 
that majority of the farmwomen had agriculture and allied 
activities as their income generating activity or for their 
livelihood which indicates a positive relationship.

(9) Material possession and decision making ability

  It is apparent from the data presented in the 
Table 1 found that material possession of the farm women 
had negative and non-significant correlation (r = -0.078) 
with their decision making ability in family welfare and 
agricultural development. The result indicates that material 
possession of the farmwomen did not play any role in 
determining their decision making ability in family welfare 
and agricultural development.

(10)  Extension contact and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 
found that extension contact of the farmwomen had positive 
and non-significant correlation (r = 0.059) with their decision 
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making ability in family welfare and agricultural development. 
The result indicates that extension contact of the farmwomen 
did not play any role in determining their decision making 
ability in family welfare and agricultural development. This 
finding is similar with the findings of Chandravadia (2013), 
Chouhan et.	al. (2014) and Singh (2015).

(11) Mass media exposure and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that mass media exposure of the farmwomen had 
negative and highly significant correlation (r = -0.211**) 
with their decision making ability in family welfare and 
agricultural development. 

(12) Mobile exposure and decision making ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that mobile exposure of the farm women had negative 
and significant correlation (r = -0.159*) with their decision 
making ability in family welfare and agricultural development. 
The result is negative because most of the farmwomen have 
owned smart mobile phones and are connected in different 
ways with social media. They were using smart phones mostly 
for entertainment. Very few of them were using smart phones 
for occupying valuable information related to agriculture 
and livestock production, buying and selling products etc. 
purpose. This might have influenced in decision making 
ability of farmwomen in family welfare and agricultural 
development and shows negative relationship.

(13) Information seeking behavior and decision making 
ability

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1   
found that information seeking behavior of the farmwomen 
had positive and non-significant correlation (r = 0.065) 
with their decision making ability in family welfare and 
agricultural development. This finding is similar with the 
finding of Singh (2015).

(14) Management orientation and decision making ability 

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that management orientation of the farmwomen had 
positive and highly significant correlation (r = 0.312**) 
with their decision making ability in family welfare and 
agricultural development. In other words it can be said that 
farmwomen with good management orientation have more 
utilization of time by dealing with situation in a scientific 
way. It also helps to utilize resources more effectively. The 
result indicates that high degree of management orientation 
increases level of decision making ability of farmwomen in 
family welfare and agricultural development. This finding is 
similar with the finding of Dudi and Meena (2017), Vinaya et 

al. (2017) and Christian and Chauhan (2019).

(15)  Self confidence and decision making ability 

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that Self confidence of the farmwomen had positive 
and highly significant correlation (r = 0.410**) with their 
decision making ability in family welfare and agricultural 
development. In other words it can be said that the farmwomen 
with high degree of self confidence were seen with high 
degree of enthusiasm to participation in family welfare and 
agricultural developmental activities. The result shows those 
farmwomen who had high level of self-assurance on their 
personal judgment, ability or power were highly motivated to 
take decisions related to agriculture and other allied fields in 
family welfare and agricultural development. 

(16) Attitude towards agricultural development and 
decision making ability 

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that attitude towards agricultural development of the 
farm women had positive and highly significant correlation 
(r = 0.528**) with their decision making ability in family 
welfare and agricultural development. The reason might be 
that women play a significant and crucial role in agricultural 
development and allied fields. They performs numerous 
labour intensive jobs such as weeding, hoeing, grass cutting, 
picking, cotton stick collection, separation of seeds from 
fiber, keeping of livestock and its other associated activities 
like milking, milk processing, preparation of ghee etc. 
Daily works increase their experience which enhances their 
decision making ability which shows positive relationship.

(17) Attitude towards family welfare and decision making 
ability 

 It is apparent from the data presented in the Table 1 
found that attitude towards family welfare of the farmwomen 
had positive and highly significant correlation (r = 0.306**) 
with their decision making ability in family welfare and 
agricultural development. The reason might be that women 
play a significant and crucial role in family welfare and 
household management. They performs several activities 
such as taking care of children and family members, savings, 
household chores, education of children, nurturing children, 
maintaining hygiene, preparing nutritive food etc. It increases 
their experience which indicates a positive relationship.

CONCLUSION 

 From the above result it can be concluded that 
social participation, occupation, management orientation, 
self confidence, attitude towards agricultural activities and 
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attitude towards family welfare found positively highly 
significant and land holdings, annual income, mass media 
exposure and mobile exposure were found negatively highly 
significant. 
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