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ABSTRACT

	 The	impact	of	modernization	has	by	and	large	failed	to	percolate	down	to	a	prominent	segment	of	the	rural	economy	-	
the	unorganized	sector	of	artisans.	For	a	variety	of	reasons,	a	majority	of	these	artisans	has	continued	to	persist	with	traditional	
tools	and	practices	with	adverse	consequences	for	themselves	as	well	as	for	the	rural	economy.	The	implements	made	by	these	
artisans	failed	to	compete	with	their	machine	made	counter	parts.	Thus,	over	the	years,	the	artisan’s	financial	position	has	
been	declining	and	they	are	discarding	their	professions	in	large	numbers.	This	has	resulted	in	the	rural	artisans	becoming	
poor	due	to	lack	of	demand	for	their	goods	and	increased	monetization	of	their	economy.	Keeping	all	these	views	in	mind,	the	
present	investigation	has	been	undertaken	with	the	specific	objectives.	The	result	says	that	majority	of	the	respondents	belonged	
to	middle	age	groups	with	primary	level	of	education,	were	male,	were	belonged	to	backward	class,	had	joint	and	big	family,	
had	skilled	occupation	as	their	major	occupation	possessed	lower	occupational	experience	with	membership	in	more	than	
one	organization.	Further,	they	belonged	to	small	size	of	land	holding	and	low	annual	income.	Majority	of	respondents	had	
moderate	level	of	issues	experience	by	artisans	and	moderate	level	of	attitude	towards	the	hereditary	artisanship.	The	Caste,		
Family	size,	Annual	income,	Training,	Marketing	behaviour,	Social	participation,	Innovativeness,	Economic	motivation	and	
Cohesiveness	 had	 positively	 and	 significantly	 associated	whereas,	Age	was	 negative	 and	 non-	 significant,	while	Gender,	
Education,	Family	type,	Land	holding,	Occupation,	Extension	contact,	Mass	media	exposure		and	Scientific	orientation		were	
found	positive	and	non-significantly		associated	with	attitude	of	rural	artisans	towards	continuation	of	hereditary	artisanship.	
Major		constraint	given	by	rural	artisans	were	as;	Lack	of	modern	managerial	skills	found	to	be	the	most	important	constraint	
and	 ranked	 first,	 Scarcity	 of	working	 capital	 /	 financial	 problems	 ranked	 second,	 Scarcity	 of	working	 capital	 /	 financial	
problems	ranked	as	 third,	Lack	of	 information	about	government	aid/credit	 facilities	as	 fourth,	Lack	of	knowledge	about	
latest	designs/current	market	demands	ranked	as	fifth.	major	suggestions	given	against	each	constraint	were	as;	Government	
should	provide	modern	tools/equipment	and	qualitative	raw	material	with	adequate	quantity	must	be	made	available	at	rank	
first,	direct	marketing	facilities	should	be	provided	at	rank	second,	There	must	be	an	effective	and	efficient	implementation	
of	various	policies	and	promotions	of	craft	products	for	artisans.	at	rank	third,	training	programmes	for	artisans	should	be	
organized	at	rank	fourth.
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INTRODUCTION

 An artisan is the ‘Soul’ of Gandhiji’s Gram	Swaraj 
and Gram	Swavalamban Philosophies. If we can remember 
our history, there was a time when India was proudly 
considered as a golden bird to foreign traders and it attracted 
foreign invasions also. Our handicrafts and Dhaka-Ki-
Malmal like goods created by die artisans’ hand had been the 
greatest attractions in foreign market. This clearly confirms 
that artisan played a major role in the nation’s economy.

 After Independence in 1947; Indian villages have 
under gone total transformation. Barter system, wherein the 
peasants give a traditionally determined share out of their 
out-put to the potters, carpenters, cobblers, blacksmiths 
and others has over the years given way to market system. 
Due to the progress of market economy, the age old bond of 
community living is almost destroyed and the rural artisans 
and craftsmen started getting payments for their services in 
cash.

 During the initial years of independence, India 
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has put in massive efforts towards modernization, aimed 
ultimately at raising the standard of living of her teeming 
millions. The thrust has been focused primarily on 
modernization of industrial and agricultural practices. 
Notable gains have been made on both the fronts. However, 
there has been a continuing and growing realization of one 
major lacuna in these efforts. The impact of modernization 
has by and large failed to percolate down to a prominent 
segment of the rural economy - the unorganized sector of 
artisans. For a variety of reasons, a majority of these artisans 
has continued to persist with traditional tools and practices 
with adverse consequences for themselves as well as for the 
rural economy. The implements made by these artisans failed 
to compete with their machine made counter parts. Thus, over 
the years, the artisan’s financial position has been declining 
and they are discarding their professions in large numbers. 
This has resulted in the rural artisans becoming poor due to 
lack of demand for their goods and increased monetization of 
their economy. 

OBJECTIVES 

(1)  To study the profile of rural artisans of Valsad district 

(2) To study the attitude of rural artisans towards hereditary 
enterprise 

(3) To study the relationship between profile of rural artisans 
and their attitude towards hereditary artisanship 

(4) To study the issues experienced by rural artisans 
in continuation of hereditary enterprise and to seek 
suggestion for developing suitable extension strategy

METHODOLOGY

 The research was carried out in Valsad district 
of south Gujarat. Total six talukas of Valsad district were 
selected for the study viz Valsad, Vapi, Umargaon, Pardi, 
Kaprada and Dharampur of Valsad district of South Gujarat. 
From each talukas two villages were selected and from 
each village ten respondents were selected randomly. So 
from each taluka total twenty respondents were selected for 
present study. The simple random sampling method was used 
to select 120 respondents for study. An interview scheduled 
was developed by covering all dependent and independent 
variables. The personal interview method was used to collect 
the role performance, views, problems and suggestions of the 

respondents. The data collected through interview schedule 
was transfer in master sheet. The collected data were analyzed 
by using statically tools viz. frequency, percentage, standard 
deviation, rank and correlation of coefficient(r). 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Profile of the rural artisans 

 The result says that majority of the respondents 
belonged to middle age groups with primary level of education, 
were male, were belonged to backward class, had joint and 
big family, had skilled occupation as their major occupation 
possessed lower occupational experience with membership 
in more than one organization. Further, they belonged to 
small size of land holding and low annual income. They had 
not received any kind of training, had moderate marketing 
behaviour, Innovativeness, extension contact; mass media 
exposure, moderate economic motivation and had moderate 
cohesiveness and scientific orientation, too. Majority of 
respondents had moderate level of issues experience by 
artisans and moderate level of attitude towards the hereditary 
artisanship.

Distribution of the respondents according to their issues 
for avoiding hereditary enterprise as a means of livelihood                                            

Issues experienced by  rural artisans in continuation of 
hereditary enterprise

Table-1: Level of  issues experienced by rural artisans in 
continuation of hereditary enterprise                            

(n=120)

Sr. 
No

level of issues 
experienced Frequency Percent

1 Low 24 20.00

2 Medium 59 49.16

3 High 37 30.84

 From the table 1, it is evident that the majority of 
artisans (49.16 per cent) belonged to moderate level of issues 
experienced by artisans, followed by higher (30.84 per cent) 
and lower (20.00 per cent) respectively. Medium to higher 
level of issues understood by them is not a good sign for 
their survival and further betterment in their hereditary art 
business. This finding was relevant to the findings of Parihar 
(2010) and Bhoit (2015).
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The correlation between profile of rural artisans and their 
attitude towards hereditary enterprise as an occupation

Table-2: Relationship between personal profile of rural 
artisans and attitude of rural artisans towards 
hereditary enterprise as an occupation  

(n=120)

Sr. 
No. Characteristics Coefficient of correlation

X1 Age -0.040NS

X2 Gender 0.126NS

X3 Caste 0.184*
X4 Education 0.062NS

X5 Family type 0.017NS

X6 Family size 0.177*
X7 Land holding 0.021NS

X8 Occupation 0.002NS

X9 Annual income 0.348**
X10 Occupational experience 0.219**
X11 Training 0.229**
X12 Marketing behaviour 0.180*
X13 Social participation 0.158*
X14 Innovativeness 0.274**
X15 Economic Motivation 0.173*
X16 Extension contact 0.009NS

X17 Mass media exposure 0.057NS

X18 Scientific orientation 0.084NS

X19 Cohesiveness 0.159*
NS non-significant  * Significant at 0.05 level  
** Significant at 0.01 level 

 The data presented  in table 2 revealed that Age  
was negative and non- significant, while Gender, Education, 
Family type, Land holding, Occupation, Extension contact, 
Mass media exposure and Scientific orientation were found 
positive and non-significant associated whereas, Caste,  
Family size, Annual income, Training, Marketing behaviour, 
Social participation, Innovativeness, Economic motivation 
and Cohesiveness had positively significant association with 
attitude of rural artisans towards hereditary enterprise as an 
occupation. 

 Similar result also revealed by Meetei et	 al. 
(2013),  Parihar et	 al. (2010) and Akilandeeswari (2016). 
Krishana (2015) and Deepthi (2016). The same results were 
also presented by Chowdhary (2012), Bhoite (2015) and 
Bhimanna (2015).

 The data presented in table 3 indicate that Lack of 
modern managerial skills found to be the most important 
constraint and ranked first, Scarcity of working capital / 
financial problems ranked second, Scarcity of working capital 
/ financial problems ranked as third, Lack of information about 
government aid/credit facilities as fourth, Lack of knowledge 
about latest designs/current market demands ranked as fifth, 
Lack of training ranked as sixth, Lack of qualitative  raw 
material ranked as seventh, Problems due to less education 
ranked eighth, Heavy irregularities in employment ranked 
ninth and No information about exports ranked tenth.

Constraints experienced by the respondents

Table 3: Constraints experienced by the respondents                                         (n=120)

Sr. 
No. Constraints Frequency Percent Rank

1 Lack of modern managerial skills 85 70.83 I
  2 Scarcity of working capital / financial problems 83 69.16 II

3 Less information about market and marketing 80 66.66 III
4 Lack of information about government credit facilities 76 63.33 IV
5 Lack of knowledge about latest designs/current market demands 72 60.00 V
6 Lack of training 69 57.50 VI
7 Lack of qualitative  raw material 65 54.16 VII
8 Problems due to less education 61 50.83 VIII
9 Heavy irregularities in employment 60 50.00 IX
10 No information about exports 55 45.83 X

     The constraints faced by rural artisans must be solved 
by authority. The concern authority has to provide them 
modern managerial skill trainings. Their financial problems 

must be resolved by suitable subsidy package, banking loans 
and industrial loan etc. Their marketing knowledge and 
skill should be update by suitable trainings, exposure and 
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constant follow up and through humanity approaches. The 
government schemes, available credit facilities and other 
required information should be provided to them as and 
when required. The periodical updates in latest designs and 
current market trends and demands should be taught to them 
for their betterment. The high-tech and need-based training to 
the rural artisans in their concern rural entrepreneurs should 
be provided time to time. The low cost and good quality 
raw materials required by them for their hereditary business 
must be provided to them timely and within their environs. 
The problems created by their low education should be 
resolved by different trainings, TOT models, exposure and 
demonstration along with the exposure visits of their concern 

business models and successful rural artisans’ doorsteps. The 
all year round business continuation should be provided to 
them for avoiding employment problem throughout the year 
to enhance their interest towards hereditary business. The 
sufficient knowledge regarding export-import along with 
full details of rules and regulation must be taught to them for 
further enhancement of their business. All of the hindrances 
in their business must be solved for their betterment and to 
survive the ideal hereditary business to conserve our grand 
heritage.

 This finding is similar to report of Mohhapatra et	al. 
(2011), Saxena (2012), Das (2015),  and Mitra et	al. (2017).

Suggestions of respondents to overcome the constraints

Table 4 : Suggestions of respondents to overcome the constraints                           (n=120)

Sr.  
No. Suggestions Frequency Percent Rank

1 Modern tools/equipment and qualitative raw material with adequate quantity must 
be made available 87 72.50 I

2 Provide direct marketing facilities 82 68.33 II

3 Policies  and Promotions of Craft Products 76 63.33 III
4 Training should be imparted by Government 75 62.50 IV
5 Loan and subsidy should be easily available 70 58.33 V
6 Arrange  exhibitions in the rural areas 65 54.16 VI

 Valuable suggestions given by artisans are 
presented in table 4. It can be concluded from the table that 
the artisans suggested Government should provide modern 
tools/equipment and qualitative raw material with adequate 
quantity must be made available (72.50 per cent) at rank first, 
direct marketing facilities should be provided (68.33 per 
cent) at rank second, There must be an effective and efficient 
implementation of various policies and promotions of craft 
products for artisans. (63.33 per cent) at rank third, training 
programmes for artisans should be organized (62.50 per cent) 
at rank fourth, loan and subsidy should be easily available 
(58.33 per cent) as fifth and Government must be arrange  
exhibitions in the rural areas for rural artisans  (54.16 per 
cent) at rank sixth.

 The suggestions offered by rural artisans to solve 
their business must be incorporate in future strategies to 
preserve and generate their interest towards hereditary 
craft business. Modern tools and techniques must be made 
available to them with cheaper rate along with subsidies. The 
quality raw material made them avail in sufficient quality 
and timely .Provide them direct marketing facilities to avoid 
middleman system those exploited to them. New policies 
and promotional activities along with some reimbursement 
must be avail to them for their gainful business running. The 
all types of trainings required by them must be provided by 

government on no cost basis to improve their merchandise 
quality and improvement of their own business with high 
concentration. Loan and subsidies must be made available 
to them timely and with some encouragement packages. 
Frequent organization of rural exhibition to demonstrate and 
sale promotion of their craft products to fetch them higher 
price and profits. Above all of the suggestions and remedial 
steps must be taken in to consideration along with strict 
application in reality in future plan.

 This finding is similar to report of Chaugule (2012), 
Bhimana (2015), Krishana (2015), Akilandeeswari (2016), 
Balraj et	al.(2017), Parameswaran (2017) and Vinaya et al., 
(2019)

CONCLUSION

 It can be concluded that majority of the respondents 
belonged to middle age groups with primary level of education, 
were male, were belonged to backward class, had joint and 
big family, had skilled occupation as their major occupation 
possessed lower occupational experience with membership 
in more than one organization. Further, they belonged to 
small size of land holding and low annual income. They had 
not received any kind of training, had moderate marketing 
behaviour, Innovativeness, extension contact; mass media 
exposure, moderate economic motivation and had moderate 
cohesiveness and scientific orientation, too.
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 Majority of respondents had moderate level of 
issues experience by artisans and moderate level of attitude 
towards the hereditary artisanship. 

 The Caste,  Family size, Annual income, Training, 
Marketing behaviour, Social participation, Innovativeness, 
Economic motivation and Cohesiveness had positively and 
significantly associated whereas, Age was negative and 
non- significant, while Gender, Education, Family type, 
Land holding, Occupation, Extension contact, Mass media 
exposure  and Scientific orientation  were found positive 
and non-significantly  associated with attitude of rural 
artisans towards continuation of hereditary artisanship. The 
Family size, Annual income, Training, Marketing behaviour, 
Innovativeness, Economic motivation and Cohesiveness 
were positively and significantly associated whereas, Age 
was negative and non- significant, while gender, Caste, 
Education, Family type, Land holding, Occupation, Social 
participation, Extension contact, Mass media exposure and 
scientific orientation were positive and non-significantly 
associated with issues experienced by rural artisans in 
continuation of hereditary enterprise. 

 Major  constraint given by rural artisans were : Lack 
of modern managerial skills. Scarcity of working capital / 
financial problems, Scarcity of working capital / financial 
problems, Lack of information about government aid/credit 
facilities, Lack of knowledge about latest designs/current 
market demands, Lack of training, Lack of qualitative  raw 
material, Problems due to less education, Heavy irregularities 
in employment and No information about exports. 

 Major suggestions given against constraints were : 
Government should provide modern tools/equipment and 
qualitative raw material with adequate quantity must be made 
available, direct marketing facilities should be provided,  
There must be an effective and efficient implementation of 
various policies and promotions of craft products for artisans. 
training programmes for artisans should be organized, loan 
and subsidy should be easily available and Government must 
be arrange  exhibitions in the rural areas for rural artisans.  
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