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INTRODUCTION 

 In developing countries, including India, women 
are central to development as a result of their gender-defined 
roles; making a major contribution to the production of food 
and the provision of energy, water, health-care and family 
economy. Yet women are, generally, under represented in 
education, policy and decision-making levels. High illiteracy 
rate of women leads to unwise choices and decisions about use 
of the resources. It offers advantages over other agricultural 
sectors and is an entry point for promoting gender balance in 
rural areas. Women play a significant and crucial role with 
men in agricultural development and allied fields including 
in the main crop production, animal husbandry, horticulture, 
post-harvest operations, fisheries etc. 

 Sah et al. (2014) said that women participated more 
in daily as well as occasional dairy farming activities. The 

average time spent by women was also significantly more 
than that of men. However, women were found to have 
relatively poor authority in deciding the activities of dairy 
farming. Hence, dairy development programmes for this 
region need to target the women folk primarily, in order to 
channelize the benefits of such programmes to the actual 
workforce and thus, making the performance more effective. 
Chauhan et. al. (1994) stated that women participated more in 
dairying (73.19 per cent) than males. Roy (1998) in a study in 
West Bengal reported that female performed 54.12 percent of 
overall role in dairying, while male performed 45.88 percent 
of the role.

 Rural women perform various kinds of tasks on 
farm. Activities such as preparation of seeds for sowing, 
storage, sowing, dibbling and planting, irrigation, weeding 
and cleaning of grains, collection and storage of manures and 
most of the other farm operations carried out by farm women. 
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ABSTRACT

 Gender asymmetry, tilted in favour of men or women, has persisted in all human civilizations. However, gender 
asymmetry, as a major social structure, has not been paid due attention in sociology of science till recently. Women play 
a significant and crucial role with men in agricultural development and allied fields. The present paper is an attempt to 
explore whether this phenomenon paucity could be explained in terms of recent technological change and whether is it simply 
correlated with the profile of farmers and farm women. The study was conducted in two districts viz. Junagadh and Jamnagar 
of Saurashtra region. Total 12 villages from four talukas and two talukas from each district were selected randomly for the 
study. From each selected village, 20 respondents (10 farmers and 10 farm women) were selected. Thus, total sample size was 
240 respondents (120 farmers and 120 farm women). The finding of the research study revealed that in case of agricultural 
activities of farmers and farm women, annual income, social participation, size of land holding and economic motivation 
had positive and highly significant associated with both their participation, whereas education had negative and herd size 
had positive and significantly correlated with farmers participation in farm activities. While, in case of women participation; 
education, occupation and herd size had positive and highly significant correlation. While in animal husbandry activities, 
farmers’ participation viz. education, occupation, social participation and herd size had positive and highly significant 
Whereas, annual income and economic motivation were positive and significant correlated with their participation in animal 
husbandry activities. In case of women participation, annual income, social participation, herd size and economic motivation 
had positive and highly significant While, education, occupation, family size and land holding had significant correlated with 
their participation in animal husbandry activities. The age and family size had not significant effect on both farmers and 
farm women participation in agricultural activities. Age had negative and non-significant associated with both farmers and 
farm women participation in animal husbandry activities. Family size and land holding were non-significant associated with 
farmers participation in animal husbandry activities.
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Feeding and looking after milch cattle and bullocks are also 
entirely the job of farm women. Thus, they provide much of 
the unpaid family labour in home and on farm. Accordingly, 
a study on “Relationship between Genders Wise Profile of 
Respondents with their Participation in Farm and Livestock 
Activities” was conducted.

OBJECTIVE

  To Study the relationship between genders wise 
profile of respondents with  their participation in farm and 
livestock activities

METHODOLOGY

  The study was conducted in Saurashtra region. 
Out of 11 districts of Saurashtra, two districts viz. Junagadh 
and Jamnagar were selected purposively for study because 
Junagadh Agricultural University campus is in the Junagadh 
district and Jamnagar is away from the University. Two 
talukas from each district were selected randomly for the 

study. Three villages were randomly selected from each 
selected taluka. Thus, total 12 villages were selected for the 
study. From each selected village, 20 respondents (10 farmers 
and 10 farm women) from each village were selected. Thus, 
total sample size was 240 respondents (120 farmers and 120 
farm women). The respondents who have been engaged in 
agricultural activities and animal husbandry practices since 
last five years were selected for the study.

 In order to collect valid and reliable data from the 
respondents, an interview schedule was developed according 
to the objectives study. The data were collected from the 
respondents through personal contact using a well-structured 
interview schedule. To know participation of farmers and 
farm woman in agricultural and animal husbandry activities, 
the teacher made scale will be used for study. Data collected 
for the study were analysed using frequency, percentages 
and mean score. The pretesting of interview schedule was 
conducted with 20 non-sample respondents.

Table 1 : Distribution of respondents according to village, taluka and district                (n=240)

District Taluka Village Male Female
Junagadh Keshod 1. Agatrai 10 10

2. Ajab 10 10
3. Kevadara 10 10

Vantahali 4. Kanjadi 10 10
5. Vantahali 10 10
6. Bandhadh 10 10

Jamnagar Jamnagar 7. khijadiya 10 10
8. Alyabeda 10 10
9. Falla 10 10

Kalvad 10. Nikava 10 10
11. Motavadala 10 10
12. Khareli 10 10

Total 120 120

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 With a view to studying the role of independent 
variables with their participation in farm and livestock 

activity in Junagadh and Jamnagar districts, coefficient of 
correlation was worked out and results are depicted in Table 2.

(A) Participation in Farm Activity

Table 2 : Relationship between profiles of respondents with their participation in farm activity               (n=240)

Sr.
No. Variable Male respondents Female respondents

Co-relation coefficient (n=120) Co-relation coefficient (n=120)
X1 Age 0.145NS 0.103NS

X2 Education -0.216* 0.268**
X3 Occupation 0.232* 0.283**
X4 Annual income 0.294** 0.279**
X5 Family size 0.021NS -0.126NS

X6 Social participation 0.358** 0.364**
X7 Size land holding 0.362** 0.283**
X8 Herd size 0.256* 0.279**
X9 Economic motivation 0.291** 0.341**

* Significant at 0.05 level         ** Significant at 0.01 level       NS =  Non Significant  



112

Guj. J. Ext. Edu. Vol. 30 : Issue 2  : December 2019

Participation in Animal Husbandry   

Table 3 :  Relationship between profile of farmers with their participation in animal husbandry                (n=240)  

Sr. 
No. Variable

Male respondents Female respondents
Co-relation coefficient

(n=120)
Co-relation coefficient

(n=120)
X1 Age -0.054NS 0.118NS

X2 Education 0.273** 0.228*
X3 Occupation 0.362** 0.216*
X4 Annual income 0.258* 0.373**
X5 Family size 0.076NS -0.226*
X6 Social participation 0.384** 0.398**
X7 Size land holding -0.121NS 0.215*
X8 Herd size 0.267** 0.426**
X9 Economic motivation 0.211* 0.362**

* Significant at 0.05 level       ** Significant at 0.01 level    NS =  Non Significant  

 It can be determined from the data presented in the 
Table 2 that incase of farmers’ participation in agriculture, 
the variables viz. annual income (0.294), social participation 
(0.358), size of land holding (0.362) and economic motivation 
(0.291) had positive and highly significant associated with 
their participation in farm activities. The education (-0.216) 
had negative and herd size (0.256) had positive and significant 
correlated with their participation in farm activities. 

 During study it was observed that many large sizes 
of land holders were there who had farm diversification use 
some part for horticulture. It is enough cause to mitigate 
the effect of size of land holding on participation in farm 
activities.

 While, in case of women participation in farm 
activities, education (0.268), occupation (0.283), annual 
income (0.279), social participation (0.364), size land 
holding (0.283), herd size (0.279) and economic motivation 
(0.341) had positive and highly significant correlated with 

their participation. In both case of farmers and farm women, 
age and family size had non-significant associated with their 
participation in agricultural activities.

 The possible reason may be behind this that income 
decides persons spending. Farmers and farm women who have 
sufficient annual income can fulfill their basic requirement 
and interested to get training. As a result, they participated in 
farm activities.

 Farm women who are more economically motivated 
and more likely to improve their performance for farm and 
animal husbandry activities. Probably therefore farm women 
with more economic motivation, had more training needs for 
knowing the agriculture and animal husbandry technologies. 
Educated farm women had more favourable towards 
participation in farm activities. It might be possible because 
educated are more interested and have faith in non-formal 
education.

 The results in Table 3 showed that in case of 
farmers’ participation, education (0.273), occupation (0.362), 
social participation (0.384) and herd size (0.267) had positive 
and highly significant correlated with their participation 
in animal husbandry activities. Whereas, annual income 
(0.258) and economic motivation (0.211) were positive 
and significant correlated with their participation in animal 
husbandry activities. Age, family size and land holding were 
non-significant associated with their participation. 

 While, in case of women participation, annual 
income (0.373), social participation (0.398), herd size 
(0.426) and economic motivation (0.362) had positive and 
highly significant correlated with their participation in animal 
husbandry activities. While, education (0.2280, occupation 
(0.216), family size (-0.226) and land holding (0.215) had 
significant correlated with their participation. Age had no 
effect on their participation in animal husbandry activities. 

The probable reason may be described as under.

 The educated farmers and women are easily 
understanding new technology, therefore, they had more 
favourable towards participation in animal husbandry 
activities. The irrespective of family size, farmers and farm 
women had different extent of training needs. It might be 
possible because family size does not intercept in expressing 
their training needs. Occupation helps to define the work and 
time utilization pattern among the farmers and farm women. 
However irrespective of occupation, women were interested 
in other farm activities resulting in their positive participation 
in animal husbandry activities. Women having higher annual 
income, shows more favourable participation towards animal 
husbandry activities than farmers. This result may be possible 
because though irrespective of positive mind set up among 
farm women for participation in animal husbandry activities, 
sufficient income is necessary to get required facilities that 
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aid to develop positivity to participation.

 The farmers and farm women who had higher 
economic motivation were more inclined to maximize the 
income from farming and animal husbandry activities proved 
to be much remunerative. This would have developed more 
favourable participation among farmers and farm women 
towards participation in farm and animal husbandry activities. 

CONCLUSION 

 It can be concluded that in case of agricultural 
activities of farmers and farm women, annual income, social 
participation, size of land holding and economic motivation 
had positive and highly significant associated with both 
their participation, whereas education had negative and herd 
size had positive and significantly correlated with farmers 
participation in farm activities. While, in case of women 
participation; education, occupation and herd size had 
positive and highly significant correlation. 

 While in animal husbandry activities, farmers’ 
participation viz. education, occupation, social participation 
and herd size had positive and highly significant Whereas, 
annual income and economic motivation were positive 
and significant correlated with their participation in animal 
husbandry activities. In case of women participation, 
annual income, social participation, herd size and economic 
motivation had positive and highly significant While, 
education, occupation, family size and land holding had 
significant correlated with their participation in animal 
husbandry activities. The age and family size had not 
significant effect on both farmers and farm women 
participation in agricultural activities. Age had negative 
and non-significant associated with both farmers and farm 
women participation in animal husbandry activities. Family 
size and land holding were non-significant associated with 
farmers participation in animal husbandry activities.
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