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INTRODUCTION

In Gujarat, 73 per cent of women
workers are engaged in agriculture, while
27 per cent in household and manufactur
ing industries (census 1981). Thus, these
figures indicate that agriculture is the main
occupation of women, specially of rural
women in Gujarat state.
The farm family as the economic
unit of rural community, the rural women
perform a variety of talks in the farm
management. Often during peak periosds
of agricultural operations they experience
almost unsurmountable difficulty in accom
plishing these farm management tasks
satisfactorily. Since little work has been
reported on role performance of rural farm
women in Gujarat, it was considered worth
while to explore this area in order to get a
clear picture of role relationships because
this would serve as an essential back
ground information for aligning women's
programmes with community goals. This
study, therefore, was undertaken with the
main objective to ascertain the role per
formance of rural women in farm manage
ment.
METHODOLOGY

and canal source of irrigation, occupies an
important place in agriculture in Gujarat.
Eight villages, namely Aat, Adada,
Chhapra, Ethan, Hansapor, Matwad, Mogar
and Wada of Navsari taluka of Vlasad
district were randomly selected.
By using random sampling technique,
15 farm women, 5 each from low, medium
and high economic groups were selected
from each village. Land and income were
used as criteria for determining economic
categories. -rhe data on the role perform
ance were collected from the 120 farm
women by personal interview method.
The role performance of a rural
woman was studied in relation to her total
performance in farm and then separately
her role performance in major agricultural
activites, namely; allied agricultural, har
vest and post-har/est, inter-cultivation and
presowing and sowing roles. Each rural
woman was interviewed on five point
continuum Le. most often, often, some
times, rarely and never and the scores 5,
4, 3, 2 and 1 were assigned them respec
tively. The total scores for each of the
major roles of a rural woman was calcu
lated on the basis of scoring assigned to
these categories.

Valsad district of the state was pur
posively selected for the study.The
district,endowed with rich variety of soils

For classifying the rural women into
three categories on the basis of role per
formance as good, average and poor, the
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mean and standard deviation of total role
performance score and major four agricul
tural roles scores w.:re calculated.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

performances in allied agricultural, harvest
and post-harvest, inter-cultivation and pre
sowing and sowing roles of rural women
are given in Table1.

The total performance as well as the
Table 1 : The total and four major role performance of the rural women.

(N=120)
Sr.
No.

Role Performance

1.
2.

Total role performance
Allied agricultural
Activities
Harvest and post
harvest
Inter-cultivation
Presowing and sowing

3.
4.
5.

Good
Frequency %

Average
Frequency %

Poor
Frequency %

20

16.7

81

67.5

19

15.8

19

15.8

84

70.0

17

14.2

29
16
17

24.2
13.3
14.2

63
60
70

52.5
50.0
58.3

28
44
33

23.3
36.7
27.5

The data in Table 1 shows that the Therefore, it is clear from foreoging dis
majority (67.5 per cent) of the rural women cussion that majority of the rural women
performed their roles as average in total performed their farm roles satisfactorily.
role performance in farm management.
Based on the maximum score pos
The data also indicate that 70.0, 58.5 and . sible on the work chart developed for rural
50.0 per cent of the rural women per
women, the percentage participation of
formed their role as average in allied rural women in farm activities was also
agricultural (dairy, poultry and kitchen calculated and the results obtained are
gardening role), presowing and sowing, given in Table 2.
harvest and post-harvest and inter-cultiva
tion in farm management respectively.
Table 2 : Percentage participation of rural women in farm activities.

(N=120)
Role performance category

Rural women
Frequency
Per cent

Poor (0-20%)
Low (21-40%)
Average(41-60%)
High(61-80%)
Very high(81-100%)
Total
43

3
79
38

2.50
65.84
31.66

120

100.0
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It is evident from the Table 2 that
97.50 per cent of rural women belong to
21 to 60 per cent role performance cate
gory. Only 2.5 percent of rural women
belong to less than 20 per cent role per
formance catgeory and none belong to
above 60 per cent catgeory of role per
formance in farm management. This indi
cates that there is enough scope for intro
duction of agro-based and other economic
oriented programmes for rural women to
make use of their efforts and to provide
them the better standard of living.

Role Performance of Low, Medium and High,
Economic Categories of Rural Women :

An atempt was made in this study to
find out the significant difference, if any, in
role performance of low, medium and high
economic categories of rural women.
The mean scores of role perform
ances obtained by the low, medium and
high economic categories of rural women
are presented in Table 3.

Table 3 : Mean scores of role performance of the low, medium and high eco
nomic categories of rural women.
Sr.
No.

Major Roles

Low economic
category
(N=40)

Medium
economic
category
(N=40)

High
economic
category
(N=40)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Presowing and sowing
Inter-cultivation
Harvest and post-harvest
Allied agricultural activities

94.58
34.98
109.10
130.50

71.40
26.80
76.83
163.11

60.55
20.28
59.63
163.00

TOTAL

369.16

338.14

303.46

The total mean scores of role per
formance of low, medium and high eco
nomic categories of rural women were
369.16, 338.14 and 303.46 respectively.
The difference in role performance mean
scores between low and medium eco
nomic category was 31.02, between
medium and high economic category was
34.68 and between low and high eco
nomic category was 65.70. The maximum
role performance mean score difference
was between low and high economic
catgeories and the minimum was between
low and medium economic categories of
- rural women.Therefore, the low economic

category of rural women performed more
work in farm management than the me
dium and high economic categories of
rural women.
From Table 3, it is clear that the
performance in all the agricultural role was
more by the low economic category,
whereas it was less by the high economic
category of rural women. Allied agricul
tural activities were mostly performed by
high and medium economic categories,
whereas they were performed compara
tively less by the low economic category
of rural women. Allied agricultural activi
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ties were performed the most among the
four farm roles by all the three economic
categories of rural women. This findings
was in the line with the finding of Shashipuri
(1974) who reported that all the animal
tasks were predominantly wife-centred and
were mostly performed and decisions were
taken by wives.

The significance difference, if any,
between low, medium and high economic
categories of rural women in performing
their roles in farm management was
worked out by the method of analysis of
variance method and the results are given
in Table 4.

Table 4: Difference in role performance of low,medium and high economic
categories.

Sources of variation

d.f

Sums of
squares

Between groups
Within groups(error)

2
117

24602
659524

TOTAL

119

684126

Mean square
(variance)
12301
5637

F-Value
2.18 NS

N.S. = Non Significant
The computed F value was found to be
non significant indicating thereby that low,
medium and high economic categories of

rural women were at
performance.

par in their role

CONCLUSIONS

1.
2.
3.
4.

Majority of the rural women performed their farm roles satisfactorily.
The low economic category of rural women performed more in farm activites than
medium and high economic categories or rural women.
The medium and high economic categories of rural women performed more in
allied agricultural activities than the low economic category of rural women.
No significant difference in role performance was obseNed among low, medium
and high economic catgeories of rural women
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